
Holyoke Art: A Non-Profit Enriching the Cultural and
Creative Landscape of Downtown Holyoke

Mission Statement

Holyoke Art is dedicated to enriching the cultural and creative fabric of downtown Holyoke. Our
mission is to institutionalize arts programming, cultural events, and creative spaces, ensuring
that the arts remain a vital and sustainable part of Holyoke’s identity. Through the provision of
spaces, resources, and opportunities, we bring together artists, residents, and the broader
community to create, collaborate, and grow.

Current Operations

We operate two primary spaces in downtown Holyoke:

1. The Print Shop at 62 Main Street is a DIY makerspace offering commercial printing
tools such as wide-format, 3D, and vinyl cutting machines. As a creative hub and job
training site, it provides local youth with valuable skills in graphic design, print
production, and entrepreneurship.

2. The ARTery at 289 High Street serves as a retail marketplace, showcasing handmade
goods from over 100 local artists and artisans. This space provides an economic
platform for artists while promoting locally crafted goods.

Community Impact and Revitalization Efforts

Holyoke Art is transforming vacant and underutilized spaces into cultural hubs, actively
supporting both artists and the broader community. These efforts contribute to the economic and
social revitalization of downtown Holyoke, attracting foot traffic, supporting local businesses, and
fostering community pride. Our work includes the activation of vacant spaces like the lot at 400
High Street and the rehabilitation of 52 Main Street, which will become our future home with
ADA-accessible classrooms and potential live/work artist spaces.

Support for Cultural Events

Holyoke Art provides fiscal sponsorship and administrative support for key cultural events, such
as:

● Holyoke Pride: What began as a single event has evolved into a month-long
celebration, drawing thousands of participants and celebrity headliners.

● The Great Holyoke Brick Race: This community-driven event invites participants of all
ages to design and race creative cars made from building bricks, continuing to grow in
popularity with increasing numbers of racers, sponsors, and spectators.

By assisting with permits, insurance, and city processes, Holyoke Art ensures that these events
are sustainable and accessible, empowering local artists and organizations to turn their ideas
into reality.



Diversity and Inclusivity

Holyoke Art is committed to reflecting the diversity of the community it serves. Holyoke is a
post-industrial, racially diverse city where 50% of the population identifies as Hispanic, primarily
of Puerto Rican, Colombian, and Dominican heritage. The city’s Latino demographic blends with
historic Irish, French Canadian, and Polish communities, creating a vibrant cultural mix. Holyoke
Art actively engages residents, artists, businesses, and cultural leaders to ensure its
programming and spaces are inclusive and representative of this diverse population.

Collaborative Processes

Our approach to collaboration is rooted in community engagement. We involve the community in
decision-making through event planning committees, surveys, and design charrettes. For
instance, in planning activities at the vacant lot at 400 High Street, we hosted workshops to
gather input from residents and business owners, ensuring that projects align with community
needs.

We are responsive to feedback and quick to adapt. In 2024, when the Great Holyoke Brick Race
conflicted with Yom Kippur, we rescheduled the event based on a community member’s input.
This reflects our commitment to inclusivity and responsiveness.

Leadership and Governance

Our leadership and board are reflective of the community we serve:

● 50% Latino
● 50% female
● 25% LGBTQ+

This intentional diversity ensures that our decision-making reflects the perspectives of the many
communities we serve. Our governance strategy involves drawing board members from various
local arts and cultural organizations, ensuring a balanced and effective team of "doers"
committed to advancing Holyoke Art’s mission.

Long-Term Vision

Holyoke Art’s vision extends beyond individual events and programs. We aim to institutionalize
arts and cultural programming in Holyoke through the creation of affordable artist studio spaces,
live/work spaces, and residency programs. Our goal is to foster an environment where creative
professionals can thrive, while building a sustainable infrastructure for arts administration to
support future initiatives.

Economic Sustainability

Holyoke Art is focused on creating revenue-generating opportunities to ensure financial
sustainability:

● The Print Shop generates income through membership fees, contract services, and
vocational training tuition.

● The ARTery earns revenue through art sales, keeping 30% of sales while returning 70%
to local vendors.



● The SPLATery, a popular paint room within The ARTery, offers 30-minute creative
sessions and party rentals, serving as a major fundraiser.

By combining earned income with strategic grant support, we ensure the financial stability of our
programs while expanding our reach and impact.

Challenges and Future Plans

As we grow, we face challenges in managing the increasing workload with limited staff. To
address this, we are seeking additional support in areas like bookkeeping and targeted
marketing to increase visibility for our programs. We are also committed to cultivating donor
relationships and securing grants to build a strong financial foundation.

Conclusion

Holyoke Art is dedicated to enriching the cultural landscape of downtown Holyoke by creating
opportunities for artists, engaging the community in the arts, and fostering the city's creative
energy to drive economic and social development. Through thoughtful programming,
collaborative processes, and a commitment to diversity and inclusivity, Holyoke Art is building a
vibrant, sustainable arts ecosystem that reflects the unique character of Holyoke.


